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DOLES TO REFUGEES
Gandhiji in^the course of his prayer speech set himself to
answering the questions put to him.
You have always been against charity and have preached
the doctrine that no man is free from the obligation of bread*
labour. What is your advice for people who are engaged in
sedentary occupations but lost their all in the last riots ? Should
they migrate and try to find a place where they can go back to
theix old, acustomed habits of life, or should they try to remodel
their life in conformity with your ideal of bread-labour for
everybody ? Of what use will their special talents be in that
case ?
In reply Gandhiji said that it was true that for years he
had been against charity as it was understood and that he had
for years preached the duty of bread-labour. In this connection
he mentioned the visit he had received from the District Magis-
trate and Zaman Saheb along with a police officer. They wanted
Ms opinion about giving doles to the refugees. They had already
decided to put before them the work of the removal of the water
hyacinth, the repair of roads, village reconstruction or straight-
ening out their own plots of land or building on their lands*
Those ,who did any one of these things had a perfect right to'
rations. He said that he liked the idea. But as a practical
idealist he would not take the refugees by storm. A variety
of work should be put before the people, and they should have
one month's notice that if they made no choice of the occupa-
tions suggested nor did they suggest some other acceptable occu-
pation, but declined to do. any work though their bodies were
fit5 they would be reluctantly obliged to tell the refugees that they
would not be able to give them doles after the expiry of'the
notice. He advised the refugees and their friends to render full
co-operation to the Government in such a scheme of work. It was-
wrong for any citizen to expect rations without doing some
physical work.
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